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The Road Not Taken 
Introduction  
Poem authors use different figures of speech while delivering their message to the readers. A figure of speech can capture the attention of the reader in the poem as it always conveys a deviation from the ordinary use of language. The figure of speech chosen can also create a rhetorical effect based on the intention of the author. The different authors use different figures of speech to enable them to emphasize a particular idea or to create a figurative point of view for the reader (Theodore, p. 4).  In the poem The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost, there are different figures of speech that form an integral part of the language of the poem. Metaphors, imagery, and personification are all figures of speech used by Robert Frost in the poem The Road Not Taken in expressing a message to the audience. The literary devices and figures of speech employed by the author help in conveying a message in a hidden language.
Metaphors 
There are various instances of metaphor use in the poem the Road Not Taken. In the first line, the writer starts by saying "Two roads diverged in a Yellow wood." The diverging roads in this case represent choices faced by the writer. The two roads are two life choices from which the author needed to decide on which one to take. Travelling road would mean choosing one of the available options and dismissing the other. In the fourth line in the last stanza, the author says "I took the one less traveled by" (Robert, p. 958). This means the author chose the option that many people don’t. Hence, metaphors in the poem are used by the author to help in developing the theme about the life choices people are faced with every day. These choices are a major determinant of how one lives the rest of their life. 
Imagery 
Imagery is a major figure of speech used in the poem by the author in expressing his message through the poem. The use of imagery in the poem helps the reader to receive a tangible idea about the work. In the first line, the author writes that two roads diverged in a yellow wood.” This line helps the reader to create an image of the two roads diverging in a yellow wood. The author can relate the diverging roads with diverging life choices and options. The diverging roads on yellow would also represent life choices in the midst of hardships. The second line in the second stanza says “Because it was grassy and wanted wear” this explains the nature of the second road (Robert, p. 958).  It creates an image of a grassy road which the author needs to use. The use of imagery helps in creating a visual idea for the reader about what the author expected for making each type of choice. Therefore, imagery helps in developing the central idea of various life choices and the possible reasons for making them.
Personification 
Personification is also used by the author in developing the central theme of the poem. The author writes that “Because it was grassy and wanted wear”. In this case, it represents a road with a desire just like humans to wear and tear. This gives personifies the road by giving it the ability to have wants and desires for some things. The desires of the road express the requirements of that life choice. The last line in the first stanza also says "Two where it bent with the undergrowth" meaning the road was growing at some point. The personification of the roads by the author helps in creating a sense of what each choice in life requires. Therefore, personification is used in developing the idea of life choices that everyone faces (Robert, p. 958).  
Conclusion 
The use of figures of speech by Robert Frost help in developing the main theme of the poem. The author successfully uses some figures of speech like metaphors, personification, and imagery which help in developing the central idea about the life choices one faces in the midst of life hardships (Theodore, p. 2). The author uses metaphors like diverging roads to represent two life choices that may have different outcomes. The author creates imagery by expressing the nature of the roads as grassy and personifies it by saying that road had wanted. All these figures of speech are used in developing the idea of the choices and describing the nature of each. The author expresses how one in real life may be faced with different life choices which may affect their life outcome differently. Choosing to travel one means foregoing the other. In real life, a student may be faced with hard choices on whether to nurture their passion or focus on developing a career not associated with their passion.
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